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YOUR CHANCE TO CHANGE THE NHS FOR THE BETTER 
Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council (CHC), your local health watchdog, is looking for committed volunteers across the five City/County Boroughs of Gwent   (Blaenau Gwent, Caerphilly, Monmouthshire, Newport and Torfaen) willing to give three to five days a month to monitor local health services and help keep them up to standard. 

We are currently looking for new members under the categories of “First Minister” appointments and Voluntary Sector nominations.
Members are normally appointed for four years with the opportunity to renew for a further term.  The positions are unpaid but any expenses are reimbursed. Induction and training are offered. 

If you are interested in these vacancies or would like to receive more information please contact the Chief Officer, Cathy O’Sullivan or David Kenny, Deputy Chief Officer on 01633 838516.  You can also contact us on-line abchc@abchc.org.uk        

Our members are drawn from their local communities and are not expected to have any medical or professional knowledge.  Their expertise comes from being users of the service and seeing things from the public’s point of view.  In short we act as the “voice” of the patient. 
You will be expected to be part of a small team undertaking monitoring visits to hospitals and community based facilities such as GP surgeries.  Community Health Council members are given powers to scrutinise plans to change or develop health services and to oversee public engagement.  Members are also invited to join working groups reviewing services and any particular experience or interests you may have, for example on the needs of children in hospital or people coping with chronic illness in the community, can be put to best use. 

Our members drawn from their own County Boroughs meet regularly so that the local focus is never lost. Our full Council meetings are open to members of the public who can have their say directly. 
We ask ourselves the same questions you do.  “Is this hospital really clean?  Why do I have to wait so long for a routine GP appointment?” but as a Community Health Council we can try and do something about it.  

Catherine O’Sullivan, Chief Officer 
3rd October 2011
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